
verutiona. sol A- regards any tiling that hu (mm teas
Here the uue.tion ia aa tar from adjustment as
when last I entered into It at some length ia mj
letter* to you. My information on thU hHd 9 Mllfl.
It appears that after this icovernment hart agreed to return
th«9»,000 fine.M SntarfuMvllr Soule and expressed a

»troiig wlhh that mr .ni could bo found amicably and fin
lily to Kettle tho digi^tU between the two oountrie^ ThU
being Mid in the course n( non-official conversation, and
an a private wiali of M Sartoriua, the American minuter,
tal.ini' it m the light of an appeal t« him to lend his good
office* to the termination of the lUfficeltr, did P0'®',0?*
a manutir in which he thought it mirtit be concluded to
Dissatisfaction of both tarties. At the *eTI .
that tbia occurred, and with that double dealing
which is a characteristic °r Sps-iish ministries,
the government here had decided to send a spe¬
cial messenger to the I'uitcd S'ates, to try to settle
the question without Mr .~oul«'» intervention. Aceord-
mgly within forty eij;ht hour* after the conversation,
M Gallano .tarted f-.r Washington, the bearer of written
despatches and oral instructions from M. Calderon de la
Bare*. Affair* of State, howerer, are not long secret
in a country ruled by a woman no indiscreet of ipeech
and *o addicted to favorite-. n» the present Sovereign
of Sjuiiu, and It appear* that before the departure
of the ,-pecial envoy, Mr_ Soule was acquainted with
ita approach, and with the nature of the mission.
The Ministers then tried to persuade him that M.
(iulinn >'* paj>era and instructions had reference
to the settlement of old affairs pending between the two
countries, and had nothing to do with the Hlack War-
riot, but Mr. Soule, It ap|>ears, was too well Informed to
tie put off with loch idle talen. and doubtless considering
tliat a well Intended attempt on his part to facilitate the
friendly arrangement of a troublesome affair had been
met with duplicity and underhand dealing, he referred
M. Calderon's note to the United States government,
Irom which he awaits instructions bofore proceeding fur
ttier in the buhiness. This chain of circumstances, and
the actual position of the cose, are not generally known
her*; but to a few jiersons they are known, and I
must Kay that I have heard some of those whose re-

Crd to fair play and straightforward oonduot is superior
the narrower feelings of nationality, strongly censure

the proceedings of Ministers in this list phase of the
affair, in which Mr. Boule. upon the other hand, appears
to have acted in a manner tending to refute the charges
brought against him of sharp practice and a hostile dis¬
position In tho earlier stages of the question. The Span¬
ish government, whose representatives at the Havana.
as I have in former letters shown.certainly brought it
fat« trouble by their too abrupt departure from a mage
vrhich, although it may have been illegal, bsd long
|>een tolerated by their predcoessors In office, no

Kner makes a small concession and intimates, with
ming cordiality and sincerity, a wish that the Aintwi

fan Minister would point out to thorn how the affair
%iiglit be amicably terminated, than he. putting aside
the feelings of antagonism and displeasure that may \
¦ate grown up in the «HHM of the discussion, comes to
ftheir aid in a conciliatory spirit. I have no mean* of
knowing what the terms were in which Mr. Soul' thoughtfjiain and the States might concur without humiliation to
the former, sod yet to the satisfaction of the latter. Hut
that is not the question. While M. Sartoriux was consult¬
ing Mr. Eaulu almost as a friend, he and his colleagues
-were preparing a direct negotiation with the American
government, which is tantamount to saying that
Xhey And K Impossible to arrange matters with that
government's representative here, and even toahint
that they think Mr. Soule may be contending for more
onerous terms than those whose delegate be is would be
disposed to accept I rom all 1 can learn I cannot b it
think that this affair might have long since been settled
writh any country but Spain, whose statesmen have, un¬
fortunately. an un<y>nquorable addiotion to procrastina¬
tion aad to circuitous routes, and are, as a rule to which
there are rare exceptions, the very opposite* to straight¬
forward men of business.

Even if 1 were not well assured that this is the present
dtate of the negotiations, a pretty strong inference that
the dispute had not (as stated in Paris) been completelynettled eleven days ago, might be drawn from the facts
that naval and military preparations for reinforcing Cu¬
ba are continued here with aa much activity as Spanish
administrations are capable of, and tint l,0.w,000 reals
have just been decreed for strengthening the fortifica¬
tions of Cadis.

The Finance* at Spain.
{From (bo Hadrid (May 20t!i) Correspondence of the

London Times.]It appear* that the decree Tor the forced loan was
aotually signed and in prist the day before yesterday,
and would jiave appeared In the GtueUe of the 19th, had
not the Queen, at the eleventh hour, ordered it to be
rrtopped Yesterday woa a day of agitation and anxiety
for Miniitem This morning the d«cree is published;
but I am aaaured that they are still uneasy, notwith¬
standing that this important point has beeu carried. It
la rumored that the Queen's opposition to the measure
¦was merely a way she took of testifying her ill-will to¬
wards Iter Ministry, and that there is an intrigue in pro¬
gress which may yet result in their diimissal. This nny
prove true, especially at the present moment, when the
illness of the Queen-Mother prevents her coming to their
Support My opinion is that they will either very shortly go
out, or that, surmounting the perils that may at present
surround thern, and fortified in their finances by this
forced contribution, they are likely to retain offlcefor
«ome time longer. The finances are always the groatdifficulty in this country, an a minister who can pay his
way has a pretty atrrmg liold upon power, especially in
the present lukewarm temper of the nation. The
amount of th« loan is. as was anticipated, 160,000,000real*, or nearly two millions of pounds nterling, be¬
ing the estimate of six months' direct taxes, levied
on Laud* And houf.es. trade and maiufavturcs.
The authorities are to request towns and individu¬
als to subscribe for such amount, which is to be
repaid in eight dividends, on the aoth of June
and 31st of Kecemher of thp ye.trs 1855 to 1858.
Those whe thus willingly subscribe within thirty daysof the publication of the decri e are entitle f to «U p~'r
cent discount, In addition to the six pur cent intorest
thnt is to be |.aid upon the lj»n. Provisional receipts
will be given for the amounts paid, and will lie sulisi.
qnently exchanged for a series of Treasury bills. The
thirty days expired, tiie amount still wanting to mike
up the 180 millions will be compulsorily levied as taxes
due. Individuals desirous of becoming government ere-'
ditors at the rate of six per cent per annum, with a
bonus of sii per cent discount, may i«y the wh>l«
amount that might be exscted from aiv province
ur provinces, town or towns, the preference b-mg
Riven to the provincial or municipal corporation*.
Half the amount of the loan is to be paid into the
Treasury within t>'n days after the expira'ion of the
thirty davs allowed for voluntary subscriptions, and tli «

-other half before the end of next July. The Minister of
Finance is charred with the carrying out of this decree,
which he preludes with n long "exposition" of the mo¬
tives for siibmi King It, the chief of these being the ne¬

cessity of meeting the claims of hoi lers of th;' floating
debt, who of late have railed In their capital, says the
government document, "doubtless because they found
more lucrative modes of investment, or out of fear of the
complications now existing in Kurope." Mistrust of the
government and opposition to its policy may also be
u>r lnd< d among the reasons of the run upon the treasury,
and of the refusal to renew its bills. It is as yet too
noon to judge of the effect upon the public mind of
this arbitrary measure, but there can be no doubt of it*
unpopolarit;

THE EUROPEAN WAR.

THE POSITION OP THE CONTENDING
NATIONS.

[From the London News. May 27 ]
The news from Cireaasia and Greece is of at;

factory character. The French cruisers, at least,
are bestirring themselves in the Greek waters; the
Comer having, according to the latest advices, car¬
ried four pirate shins into Rhodes. Along the whole
Circassian seaboard, from Batoam to Anapa, not a
¦ingle ItaiMian garrison remain*, and the Circassians
are hanging on the skirts of their fugitive invaders,
oocupying the deserted Russian posts, and miking
prisoners of the laggard Russian soldiers. The Rus¬
sian frontier between the Black Sea and the Caspian
ie now open to the forays of the independent Cau¬
casian tribes, and the Russian troops in Georgia and
Mlngrelia can only communicate with their own

country by way of the Caspian. An important di¬
version can now be made in favor of the allies by
pressing Russia hard in these regions; and at
the same time its marauding allies or pensioners in
Abe Greek Archipelago arc being effectually put
down.

The news from the central position of Con-itanti-
« ople la of a more equivocal character, yet not with-

ut ita gleams of promise. The Russians in the
hobrudscna, It is reported, have at length taken
eart of grace, and pushed on beyond Trajtn's Wall,
¦be communications between Varna and Hilistrin are
aid to hare been cut off by this advance. As our
ktest advices from Shuinla represented Omer Pacha
s concentrating his forces, with a view to abide t'ie

Russian Uow in that vicinity, we have no appre¬
hension of his being forced to retreat. But there is
too much reason to fear that Silistria may be sacri¬
ficed before he is sufficiently reinforced to warrant
his assuming the aggre-sive. This might, one should
think, have been prevented bad t le allied Admirals
vigorously attacked the not very >troag Russian de¬
fence* at the mouth of the Danube, and sent a few
*>f their light-draught steamers tip the river to co¬
operate with the Turkish forts and flotillas. Even

Sit may not be too late for such a movement,
lose of the Tiger.of which, according to Sir

9amee Graham's admission last night in the House of
Cowmoos, there can no longer bo :iUy doubt.oughtto have the eflbct of spurring on the fleets to the adop¬tion of more decisive measures, and putting a stopto Mf-bombardment*. or half-operations of anykind, for the future. I pon the commanders of the
laad forees at Constantinople the intelligence of the
Advance of the Russians from the Dobrudscha ap
pean to have produced the effect that was to be de-
Hired, for both Preach and English troops hare been
put In H<lan In the direction of the seat of war. We
may, therefore, look with something like hope to
have lest ttas new made np for.

It is also to he hoped that the French and English
frevwamate will see ia recent events a motive for
vedoahitag their efforts. Notwithstanding the dia-
positMM ia Parle to make the beet of a bad bargain,
mad tepreaeot the Austro-1'raselan treaty in the
Snort favorable light, it ia apparent from thit docu
jment that ao assistance, at least no honest, efficient
aaitfaace. Is to be expected from the two great
JPowvn of Central Europe. The main.we might
akaoet mt the only object of the offensive and de¬
fensive alliance concluded between Austria and
JVassia, is reciprocally to gaaiaatee to each other
the possession of their non-tlerman provinces. The
proviso bearing npon the struggle now la progress
Between Rossis on the one hand, and Turkey with
ih»> Wf stern Powers on the other, is strictly subor¬
dinate,! to the great object of keeping in snbje-tlon
tl.e Polish, Hungarian, and Italian dependencies of
Pnnaia and Austria; and thla provision is m >reovcr
fcampcted with ao many qualifications and ex-
j., -nti >ns that the changes of ever aeoinsr it
i ckd upon are of (he ska4er;«t, ?i* »arcU of

which it

Ss^vT&SfiSS}>owersto assist activelyin maintaining Amtria and
Pruttsla in the possession of their non-Corman terri¬
tories.a guarantee which could only be given in
utter contempt and disregard of the prt*clple, to
aanert which the Western Powers have armed in the
e^usc of Turkev. Neutrality is alkthat F.nc«?"*England have to look for at the hands of Austria
und Prussia.a hollow and insincere neutrality.
The two great powers of Central #Bu.PS*.obviously starching for the means of av£J**nf kereat a humiliation" from Russia. The tasK or
check-mating the Russian governmentiniUuuscra-
C'bukIv ambitious game must be completed, as

been begun, by France and England.
It is in vain to expect that U^^ wiU RponUne-

ouslv withdraw its troops behind the I ruth. tne#
pride and personal safety of the Czar »re too
Involved in the averting of such an
termination to his haughty and boastful beginnings.
Ills self-love cannot endure the thought of c«nfes£iug that he has over estimated his power, and_ao-
qmescence In defeat would expose him to disaffec¬
tion and conspiracies at home. The report fr0®
Petersburg that Count Nesselrode has been mobbed
ia probabfy premature, but It i.oniy prem^The whole external conferee of Ru^ia is already
paralyzed, its whole Internal traffic is diwr
ganlzed, and the Impoverished Dcople &r« 'ur

.S6-i «°jraUSSST«iS£?£^2Si«f of. ma pSKp- ""m** "exercisiiu^any logal constitutional check uponthe^governments, insurrection is the only mean*S obtainTng relief they have any inception of;Tho HuMHian armies will not retreat from th© D
nubian provinces unless they are driven back. Nor
ought they to be allowed to rest simply in
nuence of their evacuating these provinces A» theCzar demanded a "material guarantee that Turkey
would yield to his unjust dcnmn^so thc aihes
ought to exact a material guarantee that he wlU not
renew them. That guarantee can only be obtained
by capturing or destroying his fleets and dismant-
ling his Ben-board forts. 17 this be done effectually,
he (or his successor) will have enough of *or*\hand at home for the next twenty years In repairinghi"losses; and ere that time has elapsed, toe pro¬
gress of public opinion in Russia may have cut outnew^domestic employment for all future Czars.

HISTORY OF THE NEW PEACE NEGOTIA-
| TIONS.

, ,rBerlin ("May 23) Correspondence of the Londra Times.]
About tvro or threTweeks back I mentioned n

one of my letters the reply that had
Ht Petersburg to one of Prussia s well-meant over
. ¦res Prussia had about the middle of last monUi,
in pursuance of the pacific and mediativo
to which, according to the opinion of two or three
persons in the country, she hi called, represented laSt^I etersburg that now that the Porte showed
every willingness to remove every ground or Euro¬pean^ dissatisfaction as to it* treatment of ita
Hubiects, and to sccnre the continuation or this
course by a more or less distinctly pronounced
protectorate of the European powers^he real subject

forIH'oceni«ker«, called on the Czarto stateSterms he was willing to commence evacu-.
ntlng the Danubian Principalities, with reference to
a final peace. There was aome amonnt of fencing to
ward off this confoundedly friendly thrust, but it
resulted in the Czar's giving his brother^n-law to
understand that "this was not a time for him to com-
mcnce fresh negotiations Tor peace; tbatanysu^attempt on his part would only induce the Western
Powers to raise their terms; and that therefore he
was unable or unwilling to forward any programme
according to which the "Guardian Angel of Peace
might present the olive branch to the rest of Eu¬
rope. This answer api>eara to have gone a great
way towards bringing the two or three persons in
Prussia above alluded to to the same conclusion
that tho rest of Europe had already arrived
at.namely, that the Emperor of Russia did
not desire an honest peace on fair, terms, and was
laughing in his sleeve to see a crowned head doing
ho well the work for him that" his own diplomatic
servants were no longer in a position to do. Subse¬
quently to the ratification of the treaty with Austria
certain suggestions had been made by Count Nessel-
rode to the Prussian Cabinet, (arising out of the
feeling, apparently, that the chestnuts were now
getting burnt,) which have called forth a very
hlinrp note from here, under date of the <th inst.,
in which Prussia declines to be the advocate or
bearer of any more Russo-pacitic proposals. You
will now be at no loss to understand how it is thai
liaron Werther, who has been recalled from Co¬
penhagen and appointed to St* Petersburg for
nearly a month, has not yet set off for his post, and
has taken n hotiso for his wife and family here.

In addition to the above reply, couched in no
very conciliatory tone, I am given to understand
that by the smne opportunity very ' high dMa¬nure has been expressed at a phrase used by Count
Nesselrode on occasion of this last note, In which he
speaks of Prussia's neutrality bsing .<elb*tvtr.sta»d-
lien. Tune chose <mi vn sans tint.a matter of course,
n Ihiiig about which there can lie no question.)
The term "Russian insolence has been oiioted
t me as having been applied in high places to
this lust exhibition or Russian modesty andcon-dde-
rateness. It is to this episode that we are indebted
in great part for the Greco-Bavarian mbwion of tho
Greek Minister Schinas and the Ltgatwnsrath
Doenniges having hitherto produced no mischievous
consequences. The former left last mghtfor 1- rank-
fort, and the latter will leave in a day or two. (»en.
Werder, the commander of the first urmw corpi,
stationed at Konlgsberg, was rtmmoned hither by
telegraph last Baturday. The impression is that be
is the first general who will have something to do.
Major General Von Prittwitz w»s lately on a visit of
Inspection at the fortress of Thorn, on toe fr>mtier
of Prussia and Russian Poland. The accidental
circumstance of an adjutant of Prince 1 askiowitsch
being in the town at the same tune caused an in¬
tention to be imputed to his visit the very reverse
of the correct one.

THE ANGLO-FRENCH ALUANCE.
[From the London Time*, May 27. ]

The intimate alliance between the Kn^ilnh and French
government)* In the policy and conduct of the present
war, and the combined operations of the fleet' of the

i . .,f maritime Fowers in the lllask Sea. the Bal-
5',-.5a, Indeed, in nil pwt>Of the globe, hare given
rise to nevcral question* of considerable delicacy and
novelty. An alliance in war create* a variety of peculiar
obligation*, which are of so positive a character that
they may be enforced by those courts of justice which
administer the law of nation*. The. duties and the
profits of the war are to be shared, even when they
aifact private interest*; and an ally acquire* the
right to seize the vessels or property of a co belligerent,
if they are seized In any breach of tike laws of war, or in
the commission of any act contrary to the spirit of the
allisnce. Snch right* require to be exorcised with great
caution, especially where the allies mutually affected by
them are two powerful maritime States, equally jealous
of the honor of their flag, and which have hitherto
adopted and practied very different maxim* of mari¬
time law. The allied governments appear to us to de-
sen e great credit for the foresight, judgment, and
forbearance with which they ha\e sought to remove
all the impediments which might have interfered
with the efficient action of the combined forces, and the
friendly teeling of the two fleets. The first step in this
judiciou* course was the declaration of the 29th of
March, liy which the British government waived the
right Of seizing enemy's property under the neutral Hag.
while the French government equally waived the right of
stu/ing neutral pioperty under the 'enemy's flag. Next
enme the Order in Council of the 15th of April,
wl.ich gave full leave to the allied Hag and to

^ ifrltlsh subjects to trale freely with tho enemy in
111 ports not being blockaded, anil in all artioles
not being contiaband of war. And, lastly, a
treaty has now been signed to provide by an equitable
arrangement for the cases of joint capture by ships of
the t*o Beets, and likewise for the cases in which n shipof one of the allie< may be detained by a cruiser of the
other belligerent* for an infraction of the laws of war.
Maritime capture Is of two kinds.actual capture and

capture by construction, for a share In the prize I* ex-
tended to those who, not having contributed actual ser-
vico, have rendered a constructive assistance, either by
affording encouragement to the captor or lntlmidatloh to
the enemy. This principle is carried by our courts to arrest
extent, and provided that the vessel claiming as joint
raptor can prove that she was within sight of the prise
at the time of the capture. The same advantages to
joint captors which are secured by our courts to British
cruisers will now be extended by treaty to French
cruisers under the same circumstances and Brit¬
ish cruisers will. In like manner, be entitle 1 to
claim the share awarded to joint raptor* by the law
of France. In some of the details contained in the
instructions annexed to tht* convention, the allied

Bvernments appear to have adopted the practice
troduced by a law of the National Convention of the

3d Brumaire, An IV. ; but the French law of the 1st of
October, 17M, if that be still In force, allows to joint
oaptor* only one half the share allotted to an actual cap
ter In other respect* the cour*e to he followed Is In
eoi.formit v with the term* of her Majeety '* proclamationof the »th of March last, which assigns to tne force* of
onr ally a share in every prise proportioned to the
number of officer* and men actually present on the oc¬
casion of the capture.
The Convention determines with precision the question

of Jurisdiction. When a joint capture i* mate by the
naval forces of the two countries, both being engage-l,
the prise falls to the jurisdiction of the eonntrv of the
senior officer preeent When a capture Is made by an
actual raptor of one nation, in preeeneeof a Joint eaptorof the other, the jurisdiction rests with the country of
the actual raptor. When a merchant venal of
one of the two countries Is detained for an
infraction of the laws of war by a cruiser
of the other, such a vessel shall always fall under the
jurisdiction of the courts of its owncountnr. an 1 the in
structions provide that the cruisers are in no rase to
deliver up their own countrymen to a foreign jurisdic¬
tion. This is a most essential stipulation, for, painful as It always is to enforce the rigor sf the law* of
war by the conflsration of the shins or property of
wr o» a subjects, it would be much more inconvenient
if a British mershant vessel could be brought late
. Trent 1» court by a French cruiser to be trxd for «

iminh tf V"*.*' ul net vmi. B to, tfcmfiN, I

^KdSTwiL'tC C2^£2HmMSSt
minute dotails U m mwJk » pmwii- tor
of tfco aiiianca aad a proof of««>inn «o* will of tno
two nation* u the more hay»rt.t political combination!
which they may ton

TREATY BETWEEN AU8TMA AND PBU93IA-
THE POSITION OF OREIOE AND WBBIA.
In the House of Lords on the 26th nit., the "*f

quia of Ci.anbica*d« Mid, their lordships were
aware that there had appeared In the ncwsp»pera »
Bomewhat mysterious document, which purported
to be a treaty signed between Austria and 1 ruajia,relating to the war In whioh thia country was unfor¬
tunately engaged. He waa not about to ^nvaMthe
provisions ofthat ambiguous document at that mo¬
ment, but he wished to ask his noble friend the Sec¬
retary for Foreign Afflurs whether he would lay that
paper on the table of the House, accompanied, as he
hoped It would be, with such ^patches uWhave been written to or received from Her Maje«ty «
diplomatic agents abroad, so aa to enable their lord^h?ps to interpret the payer iteelf and also to show
the views by which the document waa [^"ded by
this and other governments. Undoubtedly itappear-
ed to him that the paper had as much direction
in the way of defiance against the Western Powers
as it had aRatast Russia itself. It was true the treaty
contained an article which specified certain contin¬
gencies, in the event of any of which Austria and
lYussia were prepared to enter Into hostilities
against Russia; but those contingencies were of
such an absurd nature that it appeared to him to be
ridiculous to put them into so Important a State
document. Those contingencies were, that Incase
the Russian army should cross the Balkan, or should
continue to occupy the Danublan Principalities for
an indefinite period of time, or should attempt the
annexation of those Principalities to Russia.in the
event of either of those contingencies taking ptace,
then Austria and Prussiawould be prepared to take
up arms to resist any such attempts. The first or
those contingencies appeared to him to be
perfectly absurd, inasmuch a» it could scarce¬
ly come to pass that the Russian anny would
be able to cross the Balkan. They might
as well talk of their crossing the Alps or the Ap-pennines, inasmuch as, being only yet opposed to
the Turks, they had not been able to make the least
approach to the accomplishing of such an event.
The other contingencies appeared to bim to be
equally absurd, and they none of them pointed out
or explained the real animus of the treaty. But it
was rumored that a protocol had been lately signed
at Vienna by the Pour Powers, and it was possible
that that document might be of a more Important
character than the protocols which had preceded it.
It appeared to be a repetition of an abstract propo¬
sition, which had been made before , and he had al¬
most said of an abstract truth, with respect to the
nature of the contest in which this country was en-
gaged; but It did not pledge any party to it, nor
did it insure any very strong cooperation on the
part of Austria and Prussia with France and Eng¬
land in that contest. He would wk bis noble B1CB4
to lay that document alsoon the table of the Howe,
accompanied, as he hoped it would be, with des¬
patches on the subject, because, if tbeywere to have
any information at all, he thought it important
that their lordships should have the fullest in¬
formation that could be given with respect to
these matters. There was another very importantsubject on which he wished to say a few words. He
hoped the noble earl would Inform the House when
he would be able to lay upon the table thoae papers
which he believed had been promised to be produc¬
ed In the other House of Parliament.he meant with
respect to our relations with Greece. He believed
it was a matter of notoriety.at least, It was very
currently reported in the streets of Paris and Lon¬
don.that an expedition had Bailed from this coun¬
try and France for the purpose of occupying the
Greek territories. Such an occupation by t rance
and England, whether separately or ooiyointly, ap-
peared to him to be a matter of grave oonrideration,
Dot he did not intend to enter into it at the present
moment; at the same time it was so grave and deli¬
cate a subject that it deserved the fullest considera¬
tion of Parliament. He hoped his noble friend would
be able to state that it would soon be In his power
to explain what were the objects of that expe¬
dition, and whether or not those objects were
defined and recorded in some official document. He
for one should rejoice that Buch an expedition had
taken place. There was another point to which he
wished to refer. It had been reported in the pa¬
pers that Russia had concluded a treaty with Per¬
sia and other Eastern Powers. If the rumor was
true, he apprehended Her Majesty's government
must have had some information upon the subject.
The last time he had occasion to notice the case of
Perpia it appeared that our diplomatic agent sta¬
tioned at the Court of Teheran was absent, and that
his post was filled by a subordinate officer attached
to the embassy. He thought it was of the highest
impoitance that a person of experience, character,
and intelligence should at thi« moment particularly
be in that part of the world, becauae the relation*
of Russia with those Eastern Powers were matter
of mo3t serious consideration. He should be glad,
therefore, if his noble friend could tell the House
whether he had reason to believe that there was any
truth in the report that Russia had entered Into a
treaty with Persia T ' I
The Karl of Clahknpon..In answer to the first

question of my noble friend, respecting the couven-
tion that has been lately concluded between Austria
and Prussia, I have only to say that the nego-
tint ions which were carried on during a considerable
length of time between those two Powers were kept
a profound secret from this and other governments,
and the treaty was only communicated to us confi¬
dentially after the ratifications had been exchanged.
That treaty has since been communicated to the
conference at Vienna at the same time that the Con¬
vention entered into between Her Majesty s govern¬
ment and the government of the Emperor of the
French and the Ottoman Porte was communicated
to the conference. That communicatibn took place
on the '23d of this month, and a protocol annexing
the two conventions together was signed on the
same day. That protocol has not yet been received
in this country, but as soon.as It 19 it shall be
laid on yonr lordships' table. With respect
to Greece, I am prepared to lay before the
House the fullest Information which we can give on
the subject, and I am only sorry that the extreme
pressure of business in the Foreign Office has pre¬vented me from sooner laying those papers before
Sour lordships. They are very voluminous, and it

the desire of her Majesty's government that theyshould be quite complete. I hope in the course of
three or four days.certainly in the course of next
week.they will be produced; and I think your
lordships will then see that there has been ample
grounds far that measure of coercion which naa

Ul fHIUU-. I IIWl , UVHI ./ »» .»»» .wjrvv. , TTI would, in the first place, say that Colonel Shiel la
not withdrawn from Teheran, but that he Is absent
for the recovery of his health. Mr. Thompson,
our Charge d'Affaires at the Persian Court,
is a person of great experience, and of greatr.cal and intelligence, aud we have every rea¬
son to be sUiafled with the manner in which
he has conducted the affaire of her Majesty'sgwern-
ment there during the unavoidable absence of Col.
Shiel. I have no reason to believe, from the intelli¬
gence which we have received either from Persia or
from India, that the treaty to which my noblo friend
has alluded, or which has been mentioned In the
papers, has been concluded between Russia and Per¬
sia. The last engagement we know of as havingbeen entered into by Persia waa a declaration of
neutrality.a neutrality based on the ground of a
determipatiou by l'ersfo .not to vex or cf> rasa Tur¬
key in her war With Russia; and for that purposePersia has suspended all claims, some of tliem most
just, which she has on Turkey. We have heard that
the Russians have advanced to a small place on the
Sirr, but we have no reason to believe that any
treaty has been concluded between the Czar and
Persia, or between bim and Bokhara and Khiva.

THE FRENCH VIEW OF "THE AUSTRO-PRUS-
sian convention.

fFrom the Pari* L» P»y», M*y 21.]If the reply of Russia should not offer a completesecurity, the hsur of common defence and action
will commence for the two allied Powers. An at¬
tack towards fhe Balkans, the passage of thoee
mountains by the Russian armies, will suffice to im¬
pose on Austria and Prussia the obligation of actingoffensively and defensively. Well, then, unless some
unforeseen and wonderful event take place.unlessRussia oivc wny before the last summons of her old
allies, decided on becoming her enemies.unless
(which is moat unlikely) she accept the humiliation
of a retreat, more distressing when it is the result of
a diplomatic summons than when oansed by a de¬
feat.unless the Csar consent to submit to a peace,for the efficiency of which Europe will know how to
have proper guarantees, It is evident that the eventu¬
ality foreseen by the courts of Vienna and Berlin
hna been realized.Russia is marching towards the
Balkans; the strategical arrangements of PrincePiuikiewitach, and tne evacuation of Lesser Wal-lachla, ltuve no doubt as to the new planof campaign adopted against the Ottoman
empire. The heroism of the soldiers of OmarPacha has certainly stopped the Russian armies; the
presence of the KntfUh-French forces may at pre¬sent keep them in check, and soon, we hope, force
them back. But the intention is not the less evi¬
dent, and, had it not been for the obstacles thrown
in their way, the Russians would, perhaps, have
been before this at Adrianople, while their gold and
their emissaries excite odious insurrections, which
menace Germany as much as Turkey. The rostu
MH specified in the Austro-Prnsslan treaty Is con-
sequcntly flagrant, and if Russia does not yield to
the last representations addressed to her, It Li cer¬
tain that she will *ee these two powerful adver¬
saries, named Prussia and Austria, resolutely take
up arms against her. The acts which have followed
this treaty are. bssMes, of great importance. It is
soAcfcnt la this r*»petf to call to aia4 tt* Louiem*

.lUtarypMparaUoaaaaafe fcfIfca Mart of Vlsaa*
and the Utter of the Emparor Fraaota Joseph, de-
oladMbthat tkftWMMtU of hit miM am f»>
tendeJto defend the frontiers of the «ut and north
of the empire.
OPERATIONS OF THE RUSSIANS ON THE

DANUBE.THE SIEGE OF SILISTRIA.
[Trom the Uades Chronicle, May ST.]

Thejwmrioue reports which have lately bean circu¬
lated at Vienna, together with the definite state¬
ment that General Laden had advanced to Kalnlsra,
rendered it hot too probable that the siege of Sifla-
tria bad been formed. It now appear* that a pac¬
tion of the main Russian army passed the Danube,
in the immediate vicinity of that fortress, on the
18th and 19th of the present month: and it is even
stated that Prince Paudewitsch had crossed to the
right bank of the river. There can. be no doubt
that every effort will be used to gain possession of
the iownWore the allies enter on the scene of ac¬
tion; and the able general who commands the In¬
vading army may probably have taken measures to
cover the siege with a force too strong to be pru¬
dently attacked by Omer Pacha. There is too
much reason to fear that the operation will be suc¬

cessful; but the garrison will render an invaluable
service to their country if they can hold out for a
few weeks, until it becomes possible to relieve them.

It was on the same dsys of the same month in
1829.namely, on the 18th and 19th of May.thatthe Russians commenced the last siege of Silistria.
The details of the contest which ensued are fully re¬
lated in Culonel Chesney's useful history or the
former Homo-Turkish war. In 1838, the place had
successfully resisted the attacks of thirty thousand
men during three months of open trenches ; and in
the following year, the defence was maintained until
the 1st of July, when the governor capitulated after
two practicable breaches, besides three other open¬
ings, had been effected in the body of the fortress.
Tm admitted lose of the besiegers amounted to two
thousand five hundred men, ana more than one hun¬
dred officers. Prince Paskieritsoh would probably
not shrink from incurring an equal loss for the pur¬
pose of taking Silistria in a week or a fortnight; but
there is much reason to doabt whether he can afford
to spend six weeks in thereduction of a single strong¬hold. In 1829, General Diebitsch had entirely suc¬
ceeded in cutting off the communications between
Schumla and Silistria. Varna and Prevail also
were in the hands of the enemy; and the Grand
Vizier, by the primitive contrivance of letting loose
a black pigeon, announced his inability to keep the
field against the enemy, or to relieve tne garrison.
At the present moment, however, the Turkish ar¬
mies are in possession ofall the roads leading to the
mountains or to the coast; and it is known that,
even if Omer Pacha should not be strong enough to
risk a battle, a few weeka will bring an auxiliary
force to the banks of the Danube.
"The town," according to Colonel Chesnev, "la

but imperfectly fortified, and it ia commanded from
the exterior, more particularly on the southwestern
Bide. There are ten fronts, each of which has an
extremely long curtain and two small bastions;
which, as is commonly the case in Turkish works,
give an imperfect fUflVing fire to the ditch. The scarp
and counterscarp have scarcely a relief of fifteen
feet. The former is surrounded by a hurdle para¬
pet, with a strong row of palisades rising above its
crest on the interior side. There is a low and very
imperfect glacis; but no covert wear or outworks of
the nsual construction; the place of the latter being
partly supplied by three exterior redoubts, enclosed
to the rear. A fourth, outside the western angle of
the town, and a fifth similarly situated near the
eastern extremity, flank the works towards the
river, and protect the trading vessels when anchor¬
ed under the walls." This is not a very satisfacto¬
ry account of the defences of bo important a posi¬
tion, but it is reasonable to assume that some de¬
fects in the fortifications have been remedied since
the commencement of the present war, under the
advice of the European engineers who have visited
the scene of action.
Under the present critical circumstances of the

campaign, some surprise and disappointment have
naturally been felt at the limited number of troopa
now at the disposal of the Ottoman commander-
in-chief. The main army at Schumla will, how¬
ever, in all probability, soon be reinforced bv a
portion of the forces lately posted at Kalefat,
and by the garrison of Varna; and, should Omer
Pacha still prove too weik to meet his antagonist
in the flela, the advantage secured by tne in¬
vaders will be due to their diplomacy as well as
to their military resources. The diversions which
have been organized in the west and south have
necessarily occupied a considerable portion of the
Turkish army; whilst the attitude of Austria is
still too ambiguous to justify a neglect of precau¬
tions against tne threatened invasion from Monte¬
negro. It is even rumored that an engagement
has taken place on the border of that province;
and though the Sultan's troopa appear to Lave
been victorious, they are nevertheless detained from
the scat of war on the Danube. The Greek inva¬
sion requires the presence of a much larger Otto¬
man force in Thessaly, Epirus, and Macedonia; for,
although the insurgents and their allies may have
been defeated, it is still necessary to provide against
the renewed disturbances which may be occasioned
by the perfidious Court of Athens. It matters little
to the Russian government that the revolutionary
projects of its agents involve the ruin of those who
participate in them, so long as reinforcements are
prevented from reaching the Danube in con-equence
of the demands of the southern provinces. It is
evident, therefore, that the allies can scarcely render
n more efficient service to the Sultan than by forciblyrepressing the Russian conspiracy at Athens. The offl-
ceri who had been sent by King Otho's government
to foment the insurrection, have perhaps been alrea-
dy recalled; but it wou'd be cnildian to trust the
good faith of the Greek Court without some addi-
tional security. A force of limited amount will pro-
bably be sufficient to provide for the tranquillity of
the kingdom; and it would not be surprising if the
appearance of foreign troops in Greece shonld serve
hereafter to mark the era at which comparatively
r government commenced in that country. In

meanwhile, the smaller vessels of the allied
fleets will find little difficulty in dealing with the
pirates who have recently infested the Archipelago.The troublesome demonstrations on the side of
Montenegro will cease as soon as Anatria distinctly
declares herself; nor, indeed, is it improbable that
steps may be taken to coerce the mountaineers
even before any open rupture with Rusaia. Thoae
who are impatient for the solution of the
uncertainty which hanga over German policy will,
perhaps, still be compelled to wait for a con¬
siderable time ; for it ia not unlikely that the
signature of the foist protocol will be considered
a sufficiently vigorous proceeding to justify another
pause before additional measures are taken. Anatria
and Prussia have ventured to announce that they are
still, in aome sense, co-operating, although they are
In the midst of peace) with the Powers who are en¬
gaged in open war with Ruada; and the formality
may, perhapa, be significant, even if it conveys no ob-
vious meaning. Prom our correspondence, how¬
ever, as well as from the probabilities of the case,
there Is reason to anticipate considerable delay be¬
fore the court of Vienna arrives at a final decision.
The allies, although now ready to move, have not
yet taken the field, nor have the fleets engaged In
any decisive operation; and It will not be until
Prance and England are Irrevocably committed that
Austria will interfere, in the hope of shortening
the duration of the war. In the late imperial pro¬clamation for increasing the army, the demonstra¬
tions on the northeast were mentioned as the cause
of the new armaments; but Austria was not, in fact,
threatened with Invasion, nor is it impossible that
another explanation may have been given to Russia.
The concentration of troops on the Polish frontier
may have been represented as a precaution sj*instrevolutions;.; movements: and, al all events^ it Is
scarcely probable that Prince Paskiewitsch would
have crowed the I>annbe to form the siege of Silis¬
tria, unless some assurance had been given that the
communications of his army in Moldavia were, for
the pre-ent, secure from molestation.
Tne contemptuous confidence with which the Em¬

peror Nicholas repays the devotion of his Prussian
kinsman. U thought to have given offence at Berlin;
ivnd the late protocol was,perhaps,Intended both as
a warning and as a proof of resentment There is
no reason, however, to expect any active co-opera¬
tion on the part of Prussia, although somethingwill have been gained if the transmisaion of illusory
overtures for peace is stopped, in consequence of
any temporary irritation which may have been ex¬
cited in the royal mind.

THE BALTIC.
CTTTTXO OUT EXPEDITION IT LIBAC.

The London Nan of the 27th of May nays:.The
following letter from Libau, dated the 18tn, affords
a good idea of the feeling* of the Inhabitants of that
town on witnessing the dashing exploits of some
boats' crews of her Majesty's ship Amphion. They
are evidently convinced that the Czar, with all hu
boasted power, is unable to protect them. The ex¬
istence of Libau is dae to the forbearance of oar
admiral

Libap, May, 1854.
Our town has been the theatre of a dreadful

scene. At about 10 o'clock, thf steamers Amphion
tad Conflict laid anchor in our roads, and at half-

11 a bearer of a flag of truce came with his
on shore with a letter from the captain of the

Amphion, A. C. Ke/, demanding that all Russian
vcsccls in the harbor should be delivered up at
once, in which case no shot should be flrod, bat if
the contrary, the town had to submit to the conse¬
quence*.
The nnswer was that we had no power to deliver

np the vessels in the time prescribed; that the most
or them were lying in a swampy pond; that our
town was in nn indefensive state; that we had no
military, and that the bearer of the flag of trace
conld convince himself of the fact. It was, there¬
fore, hoped by the inhabitants that n« hostilities
against the town and inhabitants would be adopted
till the vessels could be got out, and that it was ex¬

pected that her Britannic Majesty's representative*
would only undertake what waa ooosUtent with hu
malty uipow*. *«Awfaat4»!witiil4kwMUK

bridge, jumped on the veaaela, oat dowaanchon
tod chain*, brought eight venels oat of the harbor,
and pot to «m with them la the morning between
4 ehd 6 o'clock, going aoothwarda, very likely to
Memel, saying they would come back lo-day and
fetch «war what was left.
The writer adds qoerulopaly:.
If I were blind, and had not witneaaed with my

own eyes the scene from beginning to end, 1 should
never have believed that Englishmen could commit
such a trespass against a harmless town and ita in¬
habitants, and God known what will be done next.
I am quite prepared for the wont.
Of these eight vessels, three had arrived at

Memel, and it was thought would be sold by
auction.

THE FLEETS IN THE BLACK SEA.
The Paris Monitrur states that the French have

Sat received two despatches from Vice Admiral
amelin, respecting the movements of the combined

Suadrons in the Black Sea, since the bombardment
Odessa. The following are the principal

uaasaees
Villi db Pabib, )

Off Sbuabtopol. May 1, 1864. j
Monsjbitb li Ministbk.On the fourth day after

the bombardment of the imperial city of Odessa, the
winds having veered to the north, the two squad¬
rons set Bail on the morning of the 26th of April,and steered for the coast west of the Crimea, as I
had agreed upon with Admiral Dundas. On the
28th, finding ourselves in sight of the landa border¬
ing Eupatona, I detached the steam corvette Caton,
accompanied by the Furious, to explore the bay on
the south of that city. The Caton, while accom¬
plishing its mission, captured three Russian vessels,
two of which were coasters; the Fnrious took a
fourth. Already, in the morning, the Descartes,
giving chase ahead of the squadron, had fallen in
with an English brig, which, captured the day be¬
fore by a Russian fngate, had been hastily aban¬
doned by it, when, on seeing the squadron, it had
made all sail to gain the port of Sebastopol. Of
bese four prizes, two have been sent to the Bos-
phorous ; ss for the two coasters, we sank them.
On the 29th, the wind permitting us to make for

Sebastopol, the combined squadrons steered for the
entrance to this port. There they lay to in order
to see if the Russian squadron really was decided
on meeting us, as the Russian authorities gave out
in the Black Sea, according to the statement of the

grisonera when questioned the day before. If such,
t fact, bad been the intention of the Russian fleet,

never did a better opportunity present itself for
proving to the natives of the Crimea that it wished
to avenge the humiliation of the check given at
Odessa, and felt in its neighborhood. The weather
was fine; a southerly breeze, and quite fair, that is
to say, favorable for leaving Sebastopol as well as
returning to it. I shall add, lastly, that in order to
induce the Russian admirals to come out to as, Ad¬
miral Dundas and myself had ordered two of our
ships to keep out of sight of the Crimean shore.
but in vain; the Russian ships did not stir from
their anchors all the time we were thus waiting for
them.
We teok advantage ofthe time we were lying to oftSebastopol to have the neighboring bays agun ex¬

plored by the Canton and the Furious. Other steam
frigates presented themselves at the mouth of the
port, ana examined with the greatest attention the
composition of the Russian fleet; it appears to us to
consist of 12 vessels, 3 sailing frigates, and rather a
large number of steamers, most of whioh were of
small dimensions. The Russian prisoners being
asked, pretended that the vessels were H in num¬
ber, two of which they admit are not in the very
best condition; and that the steamers are 26 in
number, three of them being large ones.
What would seem to confirm the account of the

Russian prisoners is the circumstance that two large
vessels appeared from the masthead to be repairingin the Sebastopol docks, and they might therefore
well be the two vessels in question out of repair.Villb be Pabib, off Sbbabtopol, May 5.
Monsikcr lb Ministrk.Since my last lotter which

I had the honor to send to vour Excellency, dated
May 1, the French and English squadrons have not
ceased cruising a short way off Sebastopol, and in
sight of it, where the Russian vessels obstinatelyremain motionless at anchor. This want of move¬
ment not availing to diminish in any way the opera¬
tions of war wmch Admiral Dundas and myselfhave planned against the Russian coasts, an Anglo-French division will depart this evening, under the
command of Rear-Admiral Lyons, to attack and de¬
stroy, on the shores of the Crimea and Circassia,
the Russian establishments and vessels, and to open
ways of communication with the Circassians, es¬
pecially with their chief Schamvl. This naval divis¬
ion is composed of the English steamer Agamem¬
non, bearing the flag of Rear-Admiral Lyons; of the
French steamer the Charlemagne; of five English
i-teemers and two French.namely, the Xogador and
Vauban.

This last frigate and three of the English vesse's
will rejoin the squadron, when this naval division,
having executed whatever can be done about the
bay of Theodosia, shall sail along the Circassian
oa>t, for which two vessels and three steam frigates

will set sail.
During the execution of these operations, the

pcventeen vessels remaining of the two combined
quadrons will cruise off Sebastopol to keep the Rob-
iun squadron there in awe.
Al.out the 15th of May I have reason to think that

we shall join our navul division, thus detached, at
the anchorage of Balshic, whence I intend sending
a steamer to Constantinople, for the purpose of for¬
warding to you an account of the operations it will
have undertaken or executed.

THE BRITISH STEAM FRIGATE TIGER.
The Ktutian Invalid* fires the following report from

General Osten-Sacken, relative to thia catastrophe, in a
(supplement to its edition of the 12th of May:.I hasten to lay before your highness (Prince Paskie-
witch) the flag and jaek of the British ateam frigateTiger, of 400 horse power. It ran aground, was set on
Are, and blown up, aa it was impoaalble to

Kt it afloat and bring it Into the harbor,
cause two other steamere prevented the at¬

tempt. The following are the details :.This morning,May 12, the frigate, which came in the direction from
St. Sebastopol, got ashore near Kartazzl, about alx
werats (4J< miles) from Odesaa. Two poaltion flrldpiecea
28 or 12 pounders) of-No. 2 battery, 18th brigade, under

eut. Abakoumoff, arrived from the Lustdorf colony be¬
fore the other two steamers could assist the Tiger, and,
supported by two companies of the Dnieper reserve in¬
fantry regiment and a platoon of Unoers of Count Neke-
tine's regiment, opened their ttro with such precision
that, after the vessel had received several shots, and Its
captain bad lost hia foot, she waa forced to surrender.
The enemy'a ahot flew harmlaealy over the battery, (evi¬dently from the vessel lying on her beam), the colors
were hauled down, and the lieutenant, who had taken
command, presented himself befoi% me and declared his
crew prisoners of war. By my orders he sent hia boats
and crew ashore, and laid down his and their arms.
They and their wounded, five in number, were sent to the
quarantine. Meanwhile eight pieces of the light position
battery No. 2 (12 pounders), and the horse battery No. 11,
arrived from Odessa,with a battalion of the Sonsdal reserve
regiment; and the reserve battalion of the Ukraine light
infantry, with two squadrons of Archduke Ferdinand's
lancers, reached the shore. The enemy's wounded were
not yet removed before two enemy's steamers were ob¬
served through the fog. As no means were at hand to
float the surrendered vessel, and get her into port,
and as more enemy's vessels might alao arrive at anymoment, I ordered the stranded ship to be set on Ore with
shot. The two steamers of the enemy came within
gun range, snd opened their lire upon our batte¬
ries. Colonel Oranowiteh maintained such a well di¬
rected Ore during two hours, with twelve pieces, that
the enemy's ships were compelled to retire out of range,
much damaged. Two men and three horses of the re¬
serve battery J[lied. Co). Klenskj- aud Lieut Smij.
norf, of the 2d light infantry and 10th brigade, reeriretl
contusions. We have made prisoners Oapt. Gilford,
twenty-four officers (and warrant officers), with two hun¬
dred and one seamen and marines. The Tiger was armed
with sixteen Palxhans. At half-past 7 P. M. she was

completely burned.

POLAND.
The Ost Deutsche Pott has advices of th6 50th of

May, from Cracrow, according to which preparations
arc making for "mobilizing" all the troops in Rot-
aim Poland. An artillery park of seventy guns has
already reached Kielce. where one of the three Rus¬
sian corps is to be placed.

WALLACHIA.
The Prvuian Corretpondrnrr iajn that Prince Pankie-

witch h«» iaiaed order* to General Danneberg to koj-

End the evacuation of th« w«t»rn portion of Great Wal-
chia, »nd that the latter has been reinforced, io as to

enable him to defend the line from the Aluta to the Ja-
lomnltta. It ia alio said that General lJrrandl is or¬
dered to rfKross the Aluta, (evidently for the purpose of
drawing off tome of Omer Pacha's troops from the
aentre.) General l.uders, it ia added, haa advanced with
32,000 men within two cannon shot of SUiitrla. The
free corps are to be reorganised.

GREECE.
TBS AKMT OF OCCUPATION.

The Mrmitcur of this (Saturday) morning announce!
that General Forey, commanding the fourth division of
tihe army of the nat, haa proceeded to the Pircus. with
a view of taking ponpension of that port. A body or Eng-
Uah martaaa, which hava bean placed under the com
mand of General Foray, form part of the expedition.
THE RUSSIAN SHIPS IN THE AUSTRALIAN

BKAS.
A correspondent of the London Glob* writes thus:

.ProwUna about the Sooth Seas there are two heavyRussian frigates, the Plana, and a consort. A Rus¬
sian sqnadron Is at Ratavia. lawless California and
the mongTt 1 republics of South America are infeated
with desperadoes to whom piracy would be pleasant
R«time: and if the war lasts, clipper privateers
m these quarters, under the Russian flag, will

soon be at sea dogging our gold ships. Rnt to the
Diana. Unquestionably It would oe possible for
this fine frigate and her consort, well handled bydashing commanders, to steal along and successive¬
ly destroy our six Australian nnd New Zealandohlef
towns.Sydney, Melbourne, Adelaide, HobartTown,
Auckland, and Wellington. Moat of theae places
we noble deep-water poet*, where ereu a seveaty-

ft*r might anchor within a mile of the beM&J
All are utterly defenseless against attack freoiai
the faw pop-gnn batteries pounwd by 8yd.y a
another place or two would be swept away In
frigate's first broadside.

APPREHENSIONS OP INVASION AT ST. P
TEB8BUBG.

[From the London Despatch. MayMlMr. Frederick Bucknall, a son of Mr. W. Buokna
of the late eminent Bristol firm of Bticknall ai
bpark, has Just returned from St. Petersburg, who

7?, bfen for flre je*. occupying a reSponslbposition in connection with one of the largest me
there, and ftom the accounts which M

Bucknall brings with him it is evident that, in higcircles, the poMibibty of an attack by the oomblne
forces on the capital of Russia itself Is seriously ei
tertained. Amongst the masses of the city a supeistitlous confidence in the successful issue of the wi
generally prevails. This U founded on the wideli
spread belief that the war is a religious one. undei
taken for religious objects: and it leads to a oonl
dence that, God being with the Emnsror, he nraa
prevail. The Imperial Muscovite himself does no
appear to be so well at ease. It is understood tha
the commandaut of the important fortress \>f Crou
stadt has informed,him that, although'of rrea
strength, it is not impregnable.
The Emperor Nicholas is obviously very anxioa

on the matter, for he goes himself to Gronstadi
twice, and sometimes thrice a week, and all 000
ccivable efforts are being employed to strengthen M
as far as possible. Meanwhile the Imperial city ha
being crowded by troops, which are continualljfl
pouring in in large masses. The barracks being ail
crowded, these are quartered on the inhabitants, taP
their very evident and greatannoyance. Mr. Buok
nail saw ftbody of 1,600 Cossacksmarehing toward!
the capital, which is of itself a significant mark ai
the feeling ofthe government, for the troop* ofthai
class are rarely if ever employed in the city. Many
of the nobility and ;leading families are quittingtheir town residences and retiring into the interior,
carrying with them their plate, Jewels, and portable
property of value, and the English, French, and
other foreign residents were quitting In such num¬
bers that Mr. Bucknall had to wait for six weeks baJ
fore he could get a place by the conveyance, whicu
runs twice a week from St. Petersburg to TukunJ
As a further evidence of the apprehension fell
touching an linvasion of the capital, Mr. Back-
nail noticed that gome houses on the side of the
Neva were being pulled down, and defences erected
opposite the main part of St. Petersburg.
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT AND

THE PRIVATEERING QUESTION.[From the London Advertiser, May 2*1
We have reason to believe that a recent ramor.

which set forth that Lord Elgin would visit Washing¬
ton on his way to resume his Vice-royal office m
Canada, on a mission connected with the privateer¬ing question.in consequence of certain matters
which Mr. Buchanan, the Minister at this Court,
did not feel himself empowered to arrange.is not
strictly accurate. We understand that, in regard to
privateering, there has been no difficulty whatever,
the government of the United States having, fromthe first, been in accord with the Allied Powers In
their .views upon the subject; and that, in ffcet,
among the mass of respectable American citisens,
the feeling is as strong as in France and England in
favor of the suppression of this barbarous resource
of maritime belligerents. The object of Lord El¬
gin's friendly visit, we hear, is more in connection
with the North American Fisheries question, "id
matters relating to the Colonial government; ,in re¬
gard to the European war his lordship's visit can
only be in reference to remote and improbable con¬
tingencies.
An able and eloquent American statesman.the

Hon. Mr. Walker.while, injthis country, seme few
yeafsago, publicly assured us, that if threatened
with invasion from France, or any foreign power*
our Yankee descendants would, in the hour at
need, cross the Atlantic in thousands to defend tha
land and the shrines of their fathers. Washingtondid not contemplate an event of this nature, or pro¬bably he would have made it an exception to the
principles he propounded in that famous and saga-cious production which he bequeathed to the repub¬lic as its plan of government. The United States,
however ardent the government and people mayfeel upon the subject, could not co-operate as aa ally
in thepresent war without a violation of their an¬
tecedent policy and the principles laid down byWashington, which are regarded as the confession
of faith of American politicians. Russia, for vari¬
ous reasons, may seek to cultivate friendly feel¬
ings with the United States at the present juno-
ture; it will be to the shipbuilders of America that
she must apply to have new fleets built when her
present naval armaments are (as we hope they
soon may be) blown out of the water. But what
about Japan ? Will Brother Jonathan still continue
to permit Russian intimidation and meddling in the
affairs of that remote State to thwart the objects of
his favorite expedition, and the opening of a com¬
munication between its Ravage inhabitants and the
civilised world?.Nous vtrront f

France.
th* ahht or taris to be reduce >.jcew MAR¬
SHALS.Tint CASE OF THB ARCHBISHOP OF FBI-
BCRO.HOPES OF AN HEIR TO THE NAPOLEON
TUBONE. .

[From the Paris (May 26) Correspondence of the London
Globe.]The Mouiteur dt VArmit announces a considera¬

ble reduction in the amount of the army of Paris.
This, probably, is an order that a portion of it shall
join one of the intended camps. It is quite certal&
that with the present military organization, and in
the present state of gublio opinion in the capital,
so large a military force as is now here is not necea-
sary.
In the military circles the creation of three new

marshals of France is spoken of as having been
decided upon. The persons namedj are generala
Baragaay d'Hilllers, Ornano, and d'Hantponl. Mar¬
shall Baraguay d'Hilllers Is to command, under the
Emperor, tne Arm6e dn Nord In the camp of Hel-
faut, and General Rollin Is to be chief of the staff.
Marshal d'Hautpoul is t > command the Arm6e da
Midi (camp at Marseilles), and Marshal Ornano ia
to remain at the Invalides.
The news of the arrest of the Archbishop of Frf-

burg by the government ef Baden has excited con¬
siderable sensation here among the clergy: but it
is only the ultra portion that approves or his con¬
duct.
J,hay® already contradicted, and from very goodauthority, this rumor which was current that the

Emperor contemplated a dissolution of his marriagewith the Empress. My allusion to the rumor was,perhaps, more vagne than was'necessary, even with
every possible comdderation for the delicacy of the
subject. The rumor is still current, for there are
some members of the legitimist party who spareneither money nor pains to propagate it; ana in
several of the foreign journals It Is alluded to as
having gained much credit in Paris. I contradict
again, in the moet peremptory manner, the nunor
itself, and also the statement of Its having gained
considerable credit in this capital. Nothingwhat-
ever has occurred tn mmx* ..."

.i «as( (glUUUU IUr uesiring a divorce on
political grounds, and still less for supposing that if
the hope of direct issue had diminished, such a cir¬
cumstance would affect the union of the distinguished
personages alluded to. Ifmy anxiety not to appearto be a court adulator were not even greater than
my determination to refrain from statements or re¬
marks of an opposite character, founded on systema¬tic hostility or idle gossip, I could mention twentyfarts to show that if tho political career of the Em¬
peror has presented incidents which would justify *

sever? criticism, hie social relations are sucn that u
would be utterly impossible to fix upon him a single
fact to indicate that bis political ambition, greatMit may be. would ever preponderate over ui* amo¬
tions. All that is necessary now 1s to assert thrt
there Is not, and never has been, the slightestMM
for the imputation which is now oast upon him. Aa
to the question of the probability or improbabilityofthere being direct issue from the imoerial mar¬
riage, I will only say that no communication hag
been made, either private or official, that the event
is improbable; and that, on the contrary, there 1a
at this momenta strong rumor in the court cirelee
that the Empress is likely soon to gratify the hopes
of the Emperor, and dis ppoint those of the persons
who have a real or fancied interest in his leaving no
direct if«u>.

Amtrtf*.
[Vienna (May 23) CorrMpomlCtoee of the London

Chronicle.]
Whatever mar be the opinion# of the EngH^

Drew with regard to the bona fide intentions of the
Vienna Court in the present European complica¬tions, certain it ia that very large masses of troops
are being sent to the Polish frontier. The diploma¬tic relations between Austria and Russia are tkht*
ening from day to day; nor do I think thatapom**
rupture can be stared off much longer. On tho
other hand. 1 am bound to confirm the Intelligeaea
of the particularly well-informed Parts correepao-
dent of the Chronic!*, who In a recent letter advised
you that Austria will certainly not precipitate .
rupture with Russia, both on account of the he*
that the Anglo-French forces in the Ea4 are, as yet,
by no means adequate in point of numbers to ven¬
ture upon decisive operations, and becaaae, with re¬
gard to the " refhge question," and the contem¬
plated re-establishment of Poland, certain required
assurances from the Western Powers are still want¬
ing, and wlthont which Austrian statesmen may
probably deem It prudent still to hold back for ft
time, unless an unforeseen tarn of events shooU
call for prompt action.

This nwrning the Emperor Franels Joseph re¬
ceived in a private audience Cecil BootHby. Esq.,
one of the directors of the Sydenham Crystal
Palace, with whom his Majesty entered Into a m'wt
condescending and animated oonrersetion on tha
subject of this truly noble and gigantic enterprise, <

ana with the details of which nil Majesty (teemed
to be perfectly fhtnWar, assuring Mr. B >othby that
be took a rery lively Interest in the same, in reply
If that gentWatan * nqowt Utft bis Majesty might


